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INTRODUCTION o
Home inspections began as a consumer service in North America in the early 197(0’s in direct response

to the growing demand by home buyers to learn about the condition of a house prior to purchase. It 1s
a unique discipline, distinct from construction, engineering, architecture, or municipal building
inspection, and as such requires its own set of professional guidelines and qualifications.

CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF HOME AND PROPERTY INSPECTORS

The Canadian Association of Home Inspectors (now CAHPI B.C.) was formed in the late 1980°s about
10 years after its affiliate, The American Society of Home Inspectors (ASHI). Together CAHPI and
ASHI represent the oldest and most respected professional organizations of home inspectors in North
America. There are active CAHPI chapters across Canada. CAHPI(BC)’s mission is to build public
awareness of home inspections and enhance the technical and ethical performance of professional
home inspectors.

STANDARDS OF PRACTICE

The Standards of Practice are a set of guidelines for home inspectors to follow in the performance of
their inspections. They are the most widely accepted home inspection guidelines in use and include all
the home’s major systems and components. The Standards of Practice and Code of Ethics in this
booklet are recognized by many government, professional, and legal authorities as the definitive
standard for professional performance.

THE CODE OF ETHICS
The Code of Ethics stresses the home inspector’s responsibility to act in a strictly fair, impartial, and
professional manner, and to protect consumers by disallowing conflict of interest activities.

INSPECTOR QUALIFICATIONS

Selecting the right home inspector can be as important as finding the right home. All members must
perform inspections in accordance with the Standards of Practice; those who are at membership levels
above the Candidate one have also passed a series of written examinations testing their knowledge of
residential construction, inspection techniques, report writing, and standards of Practice and Code of
Ethics. Membership is an earned credential and the best evidence of an inspector’s competence and
professionalism.

HOME INSPECTIONS
A home inspection performed in accordance with the CAHPI Standards of Practice helps buyers to
make a sound purchase decision based on valuable, objective information.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Canadian Association of Home and Property Inspectors British Columbia (CAHPI(BC)) is a not-for-profit professional society
established in 1991, Membership in CAHPI(BC) is voluntary and its members include private, fee-paid home Inspectors. CAHPI(BC)'s
objectives include promotion of excellence within the profession and continual improvement of its members' inspection services to the

public.
2. PURPOSE AND SCOPE

2.1 The purpose of these Standards of Practice is:

A. to establish a minimum and uniform standard for private,
fee-paid home Inspectors who are members of the
Canadian Association of Home and Property Inspectors
British Columbia. Home inspections performed to these
Standards of Practice are intended to provide the client
with information regarding the condition of the systems
and components of the home as inspected at the time of
the home inspection.

2.2 Inspectors shall:
A. inspect :

1. readily accessible systems and components of homes
listed in these Standards of Practice.

2. installed sysfems and componenis of homes listed in
these Standards of Practice.

B. report ;

1. on those systems and components inspected which, in
the professional opinion of the inspector, are
significantly deficient or are near the end of their
service lives.

2. a reason why, if not self-evident, the system or
component is significantly deficient or near the end of
its service life.

3. the inspector's recommendations to correct or monitor
the reporfed deficiency.

4. on any systems and components designated for
inspection in these Standards of Practice which were
present at the time of the home inspection but were not -
inspected and a reason they were not inspected.

?.3 These Standards are not intended to limit inspectors
rom:

A including other inspection services, systems or
components in addition to those required by these
Standards of Practice.

B. specifying repairs, provided the inspector is appropriately
gualified and willing to do so.

C. excluding systems and componenis from the inspection if
requested by the client.

3. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM

3.1 The inspector shall:
A. Inspect :

1. the structural components including foundation and

framing.

2. by probing a representative number of strucfural
components where deterioration is suspected or where
clear indications of possible deterioration exist. Probing
is NOT required when probing would damage any
finished surface or where no deterioration is visible.

B. describe :

1. the foundation and report the methods used to inspect
the under-floor crawl space.

2. the floor structure.

3. the wall structure.

4. the ceiling structure.

5. the roof structure and report the methods used to
inspect the attic.

3.2 The inspector is NOT required to:
A. provide any engineering service or architectural service.
B. offer an opinion as to the adequacy of any structural
sysfem or component,

4. EXTERIOR

4.1 The inspector shall:
A, inspect :
1. the exterior wall covering, flashing and trim.
2. all exterior doors.
3. attached decks, balconies, stoops, steps, porches, and
their associated railings.
4. the eaves, soffits, and fascias where accessible from
the ground level
5. the vegetation, grading, surface drainage, and retaining
walls on the property when any of these are likely to
adversely affect the building.
6. walkways, patios, and driveways leading to dwelling
entrances.
B. describe the exterior wall covering.
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